
First of all, let me say, I count it all joy to be on the team going to Africa in 12 days.  I feel the 
team is ready and God has already begun His work in and through each of us.  When I first 
accepted the call to go on June 4, I thought I would just be speaking to the ministries there to 
help them with the Bon Samaritan Sewing Ministry.  God had a different plan. 
 
On August 19, Pastor Dave called to let me know that someone wanted to donate a used sewing 
machine to take to Gabon.  My silent  response was: “What? Is this the start of something?” 
Pastor Dave would check and see if this was something they wanted. 
 
On Aug 20, I received a text from Pastor Dave that read: Just spoke with Eric of E4Project and, 
yes, we can take sewing machines, zippers, materials, etc.  It will be needed and much 
appreciated.  My text back was: OK..I will start collecting 
 
I began to pray for the supplies to come in.  In my prayer, God spoke and reminded me “You 
have personal prayer partners, get them going”  So, my first prayer request text read:  This is the 
first of many prayer requests for the Gabon Mission Trip:  Things are starting to roll along.  We 
are in need of donations for approx 5 good used sewing machines, money to have them cleaned 
and serviced before leaving, fabric, and sewing notions of any kind.  Thanks for your willingness 
to pray for these items.  Also, pray as I begin a Rosetta Stone program to begin to learn some 
French.  You are a blessing. 
 
Two days later, on Aug 22, I got word about a christian who was interested in donating 5 brand 
new sewing machines.  I was to get a price for my favorite brand, Bernina.  They would let me 
know in 48 hours of their decision to donate these. 
 
I checked on a price from Heidi at Sew Nice in Upper Sandusky.  She could get me the Bernette 
46 for $249.   What? The Bernette 46 is the machine that John Pardon from the Bernina Sewing 
Center in St Marys insisted I come look at when they first came out approx 2 ½  years ago.  I did 
go look at the machine then.  The machine has a wonderful stitch quality and I had sent about 6 
customers to his store to purchase one.  Yes, this would be the perfect machine if I had to choose 
one for Gabon. 
I also, checked on prices to have used machines cleaned.  Depending on the machine, it would be 
$55-$80 per machine plus any parts that might be going bad.  Any used machines would have to 
be cleaned and serviced before we take them to Gabon. 
 
I continued to pray for God’s will in the machine situation.   It was too overwhelming to even 
think about.  God will provide exactly what is necessary.  I was sure of that. 
 
On August 24, I talked with several of my friends to let them know of the need for sewing 
supplies and to spread the word.  My sewing friend, Ann, was so excited about the opportunity I 
have to teach sewing in another country that she offered to help me here in any way to get us 
going. 
 
On August 25 we had a mission team meeting .  All 5 other ladies going on the trip volunteered 
to learn to sew ahead of time to help with the sewing ministry.  Wow! I really only asked for one 
lady to help me.  God had another plan.  I think my life just got put aside for God.  This will be a 



big undertaking.as not one of them knows how to sew. 
 
On August 26, a friend of mine called to tell me that her and her husband would like to donate a 
new sewing machine and her mother would like to donate another.  Both families attend Holy 
Redeemer Church. That’s 2 new Bernina machines and 5 still pending.  Praise God!  He is so 
good. 
 
While in Hawaii on Sept 1, another friend text me.  Her and her husband wanted to donate a new 
sewing machine for the sewing ministry.  Praise God!  That’s 3 new machines and 5 still 
pending.  God is working all things out.  This was truly unbelievable.  I started having a difficult 
time sleeping as my mind kept replaying the excitement. 
 
On Sept 4 we arrived home from Hawaii.  I had sent some letters out prior to leaving informing 
some friends of the opportunity ahead and about the sewing ministry.  I listed some of the items 
we would need and asked them to pray.  I placed a bin in our sunroom to collect needed items.  
The mail was full of well wishes, promises to pray, and some checks for supplies.  The bin in the 
sunroom was filled to the top. 
My prayer partners and I continued to pray. 
 
That evening, a couple from our church decided to donate a new machine.  Wow! The floodgates 
have surely been opened.  So that’s 4 new machines and 5 still pending. 
 
On Sept 5, I got a call from a friend.  She wanted to know if I was going to be around that 
evening.  She had something to drop off for the sewing ministry.  I was going into New Bremen 
for an appointment and told her I would stop by her house when I was finished.  When I arrived, 
she asked me how the sewing ministry was going.  I explained how God was blessing it beyond 
words and how we had 4 brand new sewing machines already donated and 5 still pending.  She 
reached over to get an envelope off an end table, handed it to me and said “6 new sewing 
machines and 5 still pending”.   I hugged her and cried.  Two checks were in the envelope, one 
from her and her husband and one from her husbands mother.  They attend a church in St. 
Marys.  This is truly over the top! Praise God!  This donor was added to the prayer partners. 
 
The next day, Sept 6, I received an email from a friend who attends Faith Alliance.  It read: 
Hi Vicki, I just read the Faith In Focus and see where you need sewing machines for the African 
ladies.  God told me to donate one.  He said “NOW”  How do I go about doing that so I get the 
money to the right place?  I love the part “He said NOW”.  And there is no doubt in my mind… 
that day was the day for HER donation to come in.  I once again sat at my computer and cried.  
So that’s 7 new machines and 5 pending. 
 
Every time God raised the number, I would send a praise to the prayer partners.  Their faith has 
been strengthened through it all.  I also would call Heidi at Sew Nice in Upper Sandusky to 
change the order.  She has been amazed at the work of God’s hand in all of this. 
 
God has a plan.  It is not what we would expect, it’s way beyond that.  I thought 5 used machines 
would be sufficient.  He thought differently. 
 



On Sept 10, I talked with Pastor Dave.  He told me that the offering from Sunday had checks for 
two sewing machines.  I only knew of one donor that was running their donation through the 
offering that day.  I received 5 of the checks at my house.  I made a call to another donor and 
they didn’t put their check through the offering.  This meant only one thing.  On Sept 8, we 
received another donation for a brand new sewing machine.  Wow! Praise God!  That’s 8 new 
machines and 5 still pending. 
 
On Sept 11, I drove to Upper Sandusky to pick up our first sewing machine and take a lesson on 
it.  The sales clerk was the only one working that day and she hadn’t had time to even get the 
machine out of the box.  As she waited on yet another customer, I got the machine ready.  The 
top of the box was marked “Vicki Quellhorst” and an amount (not what I was quoted).  I thought 
maybe this was the amount I owed for the two machines I had there to be cleaned and serviced.  
When the sales clerk finally sat down with me for the lesson, she said “Did Heidi tell you she 
decided to give you the machines at her cost?  She has been praying about it”  I cried…the 
blessings continue to pour in.  Praise God!! 
 
As we looked at the manual for the machine before us, the tears started rolling again.  It was in 
English, Spanish and French.  The clerk asked if I was OK.  I said “Yes--It’s in French”  She 
wanted to know if I spoke French.  Through tears I said”No--they do” and went on to explain 
that the machine was going to Gabon, Africa.  The language barrier was my biggest fear and now 
the manual was in French and English. 
God is so good!  I checked the manuals for my other Bernina machines and not one of them is in 
French. 
 
We need a final machine count by Monday, Sept 16, so I continue to pray about the 5 machines 
still pending way past the 48 hours and our final count. 
 
The morning of Sept 16, I prayed during my devotional time that God would reveal the final 
count that we are to take to Gabon.  Fifteen minutes later, I received a phone call.  The 5 pending 
machines had come through.  The donor asked for one machine to be left here for training future 
teams.  Praise God for His provision!  So we ordered 13 brand new sewing machines.  12 to take 
to Gabon and 1 for training here. In 21 days God had provided 13 new sewing machines by 
touching the hearts of 9 different families.  We are called to serve Him together.  Some will go, 
some will provide, and some will pray. 
 
I am so grateful to be in the midst of all this.  I am privileged to be the “hands and feet of God”.  
To go to Gabon and teach Gabonese widows a skill that God has perfected in me is beyond my 
wildest dream.  Its exciting to represent this church and and to share the love of Jesus with 
another country .  God is so good and has blessed my life abundantly.  To Him is all the praise 
and glory shown.  
 
 
 


